Regular Meeting Sunrise Township
Thursday, August 20, 2026
Sunrise Town Hall, 12080 Sunrise Road, Harris, MN 55032

Chair Greg Strom called the Regular Sunrise Township Board Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

Board Members Present:

Greg Strom, Chair Clerk: Wendy S. Kowalke
Phillip Meers, Vice Chair Treasurer: Karen Anderson
Mark Osland Engineer: Cristina Mlejnek, P.E.
Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson Maintenance: Troy Montague
Adam Grobove 11 Maintenance: Dave Kadlec

Others Present:

Connie Grobove Meshell Gorsenger Eric Leivian

Lynn Wolleat Dan Harrington Joyce Meyers
Brennette Harrington Peggy Pearson Chuck Daley
Dennis J. Little Nancy Laudise Becky Little

Laurie Velvle Barb Stofferahn Jim Seiberlich

Jill Seiberlich Renee Lupien Edward Staufferahn
Isak Hawkinson Ed Clark Richard Scarrow
Rick Olseen Jewell Peterson John Peterson
Tyler Richter Dan Otto

Adopt Agenda: Motion by Greg Strom, second by Mark Osland to adopt the August, 2026 agenda
moving Citizen’s Forum under Supervisor Meetings. Motion carried.

Meeting Minutes: Motion by Mark Osland, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to approve the June
2026 meeting minutes. Motion carried.

Clerk Update: Clerk Kowalke informed the Town Board that the website is continually being
updated, there will be no CCATO meeting for August, 2026, Clerk Kowalk has been having trouble
getting the signed North Branch Fire Contract and gopher bounty needs to be turned in before the
monthly meeting date.

Treasurer Report: Motion by Adam Grobove 111, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to approve
Treasurer Karen Anderson’s with claims list 8187 through 8225 and additional claim as follows:

Eric Bauman (403 pair of gopher feet at $4.00 per pair)........co.coeeveveeeireeeerereeesereeseeeeseeeens $1,612.00
Kurt Swenson (110 pair of gopher feet at $4.00 PEr PAIL) ....ooveveeeeiieeerreeeerereeeeee s seerseeeessens $440.00
Joseph Flodquist (200 pair of gopher feet at $4.00 Per Pair) .......ccoveveeeeivceeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereenns $800.00
Cal Anderson (59 pair of gopher feet at $4.00 PET PAIT) cu.vvvveveeereiiieeeerieeeeereeeesenesereseereeeesenens $236.00

Motion carried.

Pre-Buy Lakes Gas: Motion by Phillip Meers, second by Adam Grobove III to purchase the pre-buy
from Lakes Gas at $1.949 for 2026 for 500 gallons. Motion carried.
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Citizen Forum:

Richard Scarrow —1 live .5 miles from the Hay Days property. My property is on the Sunrise River.
We moved here for the peace and quiet. It has been heaven until Hay Days came along. Hay Days
promised it would only be one weekend a year. I bought my property when it was rural and quiet, now
there is traffic noise, loud races, helicopters. I don’t feel safe to go away for that weekend. I would
ask the Town Board that when they are considering the proposed CUP that they ask Sno-Baron’s to
stick to their promise to one weekend a year. If this becomes a once a month thing my property value
will sky rocket down. Hold Sno-Baron’s to their promise.

Jewell Peterson — John and I live next to the Hay Days site. Jewell Peterson states that Almelund
Threshing doesn’t get the hassle that the Sno-Baron’s gets. Jewell Peterson states that it is not that
noisy. The proposed CUP is talking about land use like school district wanting to use the Hay Days
Property for a track and field event. Now the traffic is under control. Jewell Peterson is giving Sno-
Baron’s a thumbs up for making sure Hay Days is under control - I think they are doing excellent.

Eric Leivian — Cannibis Update. Mr. Leivian informed the citizens at the Sunrise Board Meeting that
he is on the Planning Commission for Chisago County. Mr. Leivian said that he received a call from
Mark Osland asking him to provide some knowledge for cannabis / marijuana farms in sunrise
township. The cannabis is covered under State Statute 342. The impact is mainly around cultivators.
The odor has been a theme with the farms. Under the statute it is classified as an agriculture product.
The application is sent to Chisago County for an Administrative review.

There are three classifications - A micro grower, mezzo grower and macro grower. Mark Osland said
that he received calls on the farm located on CR 9 and CR 57. Mr. Leivian said there is only one
licensee per application. Supervisor Adam Grobove III had complaints and he contacted Senator
Koran. Supervisor Greg Strom received several phone calls on the cannabis farm odor. Eric said there
is nothing knew on the 1000 foot space. Mr. Leivian said the odor is more prominent in the fall.
Adam Grobove III asked if the farmers considered a different type of fertilizer to use for odor. Mr.
Leivian said that the growers are required to report water, pesticide, fertilizers, etc. It is subject to MN
Pollution Control Agency and have to keep records for 5 years. Greg Strom said Chisago County
bypasses the Townships as this is a County admirative decision. Mr. Leivian said Chisago County is
allowed to do it if it fits the ordinance for use then it is approved. Greg Strom said that Taylors Falls is
struggling with cannabis stores and regulating them. Mr. Leivian doesn’t know how much vetting the
office of cannabis does.

Supervisor Meeting and Approvals (NOTE: Not all meetings are paid):

Adam: Met with several senators and representative, Regular mtg, met with Senator and Max Rymer
Greg: Regular Meeting, National Night Out

Phillip: Regular Meeting, National Night Out

Pete: regular meeting

Mark Regular Meeting — National night out

Sno-Barons Propoesed CUP: Isak Hawkingson spoke on behalf of the SnoBaron’s. Mr. Hawkinson
was at the meeting to answer questions. Mr. Hawkinson said the proposed CUP is paired down. There
are three categories of events:
e Educational (6 events) community events, cross country race, DNR tests for ATV and
snowmobile safety tests —not the fire arm tests
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* Second category (6 events): social gatherings (nowhere near what Hay Days 18) maximum of
people for this type of event is 2,000.

e Third category (3 events): Cultural and festival: for example hot air ballon. Low impact, low
amount of people. Don’t see why people don’t want these types of events in the community.

Under the proposed CUP events can be up to 3-days.

Mark Osland stated originally this is an agricultural community and the Sno-Baron’s had one (1) event
approved. Sno-Baron’s processed a CUP for Hay Days and the Sno-Baron’s promised one weekend a
year and promised to not interfere with agricultural.

Isak Hawkinson said Hay Days isn’t expanding — this is other smaller events. 15 events max (events
could consist of 3-days). The vast majority of events come before harvest. Mark Osland said there is
spring planting and agricultural is year-round. Sno-Barons are asking for 10,000 people. Mark Osland
said — this may be but what do you do with these people.

Phillip Meers asked what measures are being taken to count these people. Meshell Gorsenger said
tickets are pre sold and once they hit the amount of people they cut off the sales. Ms. Gorsenger said
that if people show up to the gate, they will have to turn them away.

Edward Staufferahn
Category 1: could be an overnight event (2-day event). A horse show where they may have to stay
with the animal for the safety of the animal.

Category 2 is approximately a 6 hour event — an example of a 1-day event is providing a safe place for
the hot air balloons to launch

James McCarthy: As a result of Hay Days, Chisago County allowed camping permits on adjacent
property.

Greg Strom stated Hay Days went into effect 2010. Keep hearing of all the benefits. There is no retail
in Sunrise Township. If you look up Tourism — the only tourism in Sunrise Township is Sno-Baron’s
Hay Days event. It only benefits Sno-Baron’s / Hay Days. It benefits nobody else in Sunrise
Township. Sno Barons have only contributed $500 once in 16 years - that comes to $31.25 per year.
That is not benefiting much to Sunrise Township. Why don’t you live here? There has been places for
sale — why don’t you purchase property and move up here. In 2016 Sno-Baron’s asked for 20 more
days of events. Sunrise Township said 2 more days — no motorized events. Chisago County also
turned it down. Sno-Baron’s didn’t like that answer. This cost Chisago County. Sno-Baron’s brought
it to the state attorney.  Greg Strom said what if [ got a permit to set up at the end of your driveway
where you live — you have traffic, then you can experience the noise, traffic and I would say I’m doing
you a favor by doing this. Sno-Baron’s got Hay Days bumped up alcohol from 2 days to 3 days. My
opinion is no. Some events sound innocent enough. I recommend you come back an apply for each
individual event on their own. Sno-Baron’s wants a blank check to do what they want.

John Peterson — feels Sno-Baron’s should be taxed by agricultural — they should be able to do what
they want with their land. All the land owners pay for Chisago County. We need businesses to help
pay for Chisago County expansion. John Peterson also has cars park on his land for Hay Days.
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Isak Hawkinson said there are 14 members that live in Chisago. Sno-Baron’s are a volunteer

organization — they are not pulling salaries. The school district approached the Sno-Baron’s which is
what started this whole thing off.

Chisago County is asking everything for the future. Not the only entity to have a CUP to host events at
the property. Sunrise Township has a CUP and has been severely restricted.

John Peterson asked Greg Strom — how much taxes are commercial in Sunrise.
Jewell Peterson said she gets stopped by people asking if Hay Days is still going to take place.

Dan Harrigton: Highway signs get plowed over during the Hay Days event. Adam Grobove I1I talked
to engineer of Chisago County and the roads are capable of handling the event.

Adam Grobove III wanted to say thank you for helping pay with the AED unit and beautification
committee. Sunrise Board needs to consider what types of questions to ask CUP. Sunrise Township is
in the middle flight patterns for the military and Life Link FAA pattern. Adam Grobove III looked
over Sunrise Township ordinances, resolutions, and planning commission standardized
question/procedures, and did not find anything in them to prevent Sno-Barons from obtaining the
second (modified) CUP request. Adam Grobove III directed a question to the Sunrise Town Board if
any of them were aware of ordinances or resolutions/procedures that they could refer him to that would
prevent the CUP from being approved. Adam Grobove III received no answer. Therefore, Adam
Grobove III moved forward with the following motion to approve the CUP as presented by Sno-
Barons.

Adam Grobove III motioned to approved the Sno-Baron’s proposed CUP as written. There was a lack
of a second so motion did not pass.

Mark Osland motioned to deny the proposed CUP, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, motion
carried with one (1) opposed Adam Grobove III. Motion carried.

Election Communications Concerns / Election Integrity: Adam Grobove III, Brennette Harrington
and Phillip Meers brought to attention of the Town Board that Sunrise will need to get the proper

equipment for Sunrise Township to be able upload secure information from Chisago County during the
elections to protect election integrity. Brennette Harrington, Head Judge, let the Town Board know
that the current system does not work within the building. Does not sync with poll pads. Bridgitte
Konrad, Chisago County Auditor, said we need an amplifier. Phillip Meers wanted to try to do a
practice run, but this is unavailable to do because election equipment is not available for practice.
Brennette Harrington informed the Town Board that the election equipment is monitored through the
Chisago County office to make sure it is off. The County equipment does not work in the building.
Sunrise Township had to enter absentee ballot information manually for the Primary Election. Sunrise
Township will not know how many absentee ballots may have to be entered for the General Election.
There is a time limit of one (1) hour to update from 6 to 7 am. Sunrise Town Hall does not have
enough reception. Brennette Harrington would like to thank the Town Board for the new town hall. It
is a fabulous building. We need the download to do its thing. The box can only be programmed by the
state and the county. Adam Grobove III said they run from approximately $500 to $1,700.
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The auditor’s office said it is controlled by the state and auditor. Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson and Phillip
Meers will spearhead this project. Adam Grobove 111 said Chisago County runs on a 5G system.

Meshell Gorsenger would be happy to offer the Sno-Baron’s building as an optional building.
Brennette Harrington informed Sunrise Board that there is a secure back up plan with Chisago County
that Clerk Kowalke keeps updated with Chisago County and Sunrise Bible Church is the current
alternate polling place.

Motion by Mark Osland, second by Phillip Meers to spend up to $2,500 to make sure election
equipment works to be able to upload secure information from Chisago County to the Election
Equipment. Motion carried.

Schoolhouse / Old town Hall Update Adam Grobove, III informed the Town Board and the citizens
that the old Sunrise Town Hall / School house is looking beautiful. Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson said that
Sunrise Township was not mentioned for donation. Sunrise Township gave an $8,000 donation — not
mentioned.

Olson Ballfield: Softball Show Down, Harris, MN is requesting to use the Olson Ball Field on
October 3™ and 4™ for a tournament.

Town Hall Rental: Rental on August 15, 2026 was left in poor condition, smudge marks on the wall
and Town Hall was not put back in original layout. It took Lead Maintenance Troy Montague at least
2 hours to clean the Town Hall up. Sunrise Township will refund $100 of the $300 because of the lack
of putting things back in original condition and cleanup was not complete. Sunrise Township does not
charge very much for the use of the town hall and feels that the town hall should be put back in
original condition and cleaned up to be able to get their full refund.

National Night Out: Sunrise Township is currently out of all original t-shirts and ball caps. Mr.
Tolzman said that he would be willing to do a movie to add to National Night Out. Sunrise Township
had 91 adults; 20 boys and 23 girls attend the 2026 National Night Out. Looking for ideas for 2027.
Sunrise Township should look at purchasing a gas grill for National Night Out.

Old Business:

Maintenance Update: Jay Flodquist had chloride placed on his road at his own expense. Troy Montague
reported they have been spraying brush, wild parsnip, completed some grading. Equipment maintenance took
place. Ditch mowing tractor broke again hydraulic motor on cutter and A/C with a five week lead time on parts.

Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson and Adam Grobove III to adjourn at 8:53 p.m. Motion carried.

rich A Hmvetlee M\T

Signed: N endy S. Kowalke, Clerk Greg"Strom, Chair
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