
Regular Meeting Sunrise Township 
Thursday, November 21, 2019 
Royal Wilcox Community Center 
 
Chair Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson called the Regular Sunrise Township Board Meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Board Members Present: 
Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 
Jeske Noordergraaf, Vice Chair 
Gerald Bjork      Treasurer:  Karen Anderson   
Eric Leivian      Clerk:  Wendy S. Kowalke  
Mark Osland       Engineer:  Cristina Mlenjke 
       Maintenance:  Lynn Wolleat 
 
Others Present: 
Peggy Pearson  Courtney Pelissero, Coral Bells - Geronimo Energy 
George Tribbett Marta Jensen, Coral Bells – Geronimo Energy    
    
 
Approve Agenda:   
Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Gerald Bjork to accept the November 2019 agenda.  Motion 
carried.    
 
Meeting Minutes:   
Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Mark Osland to approve the October 2019 minutes.  Motion 
Carried. 
 
Clerk Update:   
Ditch 3 discussed regarding 2019 redetermination of benefits.  The benefits are based upon the 
drainage system being in a good state of repair.  Estimated Sunrise Township Assessment is $42.09.   
 
Treasurer Report:  
Treasurer Anderson went over treasurer’s report.  Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Gerald Bjork to 
accept the treasurer’s report as presented with claims list 5883 through 5906 with additional claims as 
follows and holding a portion of Kyp Rydberg bill in the amount of $9,944.50 until Board can look 
over the contract: 
Knife River (partial payment for Olson Road) ........................................................................ $20, 239.67 
Motion carried 
 
Commissioner Rick Greene Update:   
Not Present.     
 
Coral Bells Solar IUP 1 megawatt solar:    
Courtney Pelissero stated there is a lease for 25 years and there are extensions in place to extend up to 3 times 
for 10 years per extension.  East side and south side of the property will be screened.  It is the intent to own and 
operate this project.  This site will be managed electronically with cameras and contract locally vegetation 
management.  It is about 25 to 50 feet between the lease lines.  Coral Bells Solar is working with US Solar to 
share their access so they do not have to create another access.  The decommission plan says it will go down to 



48 inches.  Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Mark Osland to approve Coral Bells Solar IUP 1 
megawatt.  Motion carried with  one abstain – Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson. 
 
Solar:   
Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Mark Oland to forward Sunrise Planning Commission’s motion 
regarding solar to Chisago County Zoning and Chisago County Board of Commissioners.   
 

Although solar projects may meet current County Zoning ordinances, Sunrise Township is bearing the brunt 
of the negative impacts that these solar gardens bring to our County. 
 
Besides negatively impacting the aesthetics of our Township for the next 20 years, we have seen property 
values negatively affected, cropland taken out of production, increased electrical costs, tax increases due to 
federal subsidies, wildlife disrupted and even conflicts among neighbors. 
 
The only one seemingly to benefit from the solar projects are the project landowners – who may be enjoying 
the financial windfall – but at the same time are burdening the rest of the Township with the negative impacts. 
 

Sunrise Town Board supports Sunrise Planning Commission decision to urge Chisago County to place a 
moratorium on all future Solar Gardens until the impacts can be assessed AND to allow a referendum to let the 
voters decide if any future projects should be allowed.  Motion carried. 
 
Non-conservation Sunrise Township Land:   
Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Mark Osland that Sunrise Township is not interested in the Tax Forfeited 
Property PID: 09.00733.00, Lots 23 & 24, Block 52, Sunrise City, Non-conservation, valued at $500.00.  
Motion carried.  
 
Federal Licensing, Inc.:   
No changes 
 
Newsletter:   
Review of the Sunrise Township 2019 Newsletter. 
 
Citizen Forum:   
NONE 
 
Mike Caron – Tiller Corporation:   
Mike Caron has not contacted Sunrise Township to negotiate River Road.  Chisago County Board of 
Commissioners has agreed with Sunrise Township that Tiller Corporation and Sunrise Town Board need to 
come up with a maintenance or Chisago County will not approve their IUP.   
 
George Tribbett - Sunrise Township Property:   
Sunrise Township Supervisor Jeske Noordergraaf to contact realtor for Sunrise Township property.  Motion by 
Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Eric Leivian not to exceed 3.5% and should sell at least at the tax value.  
Motion carried. 
 
Soil Tests – Gerald Bjork:    
Soil testing has not been completed because of freezing conditions.   
 
Blue Sign Ordering:   
Blue Sign information will be added to new website.  Clerk Wendy Kowalke to continue to finalize initial blue 
sign information to be able to order signs.  Track by PID.   
 



Ferry Road:   
Working on variance with the DNR for the width.     
 
Olson Road:   
There will be no additional costs for preparation for paving in 2020 by Knife River.   
 
Amador Invoicing:   
Treasurer Anderson sent invoice to Amador Township for snowplowing, salting, plowing and grading. 
 
Board Member Meetings:   
Gerald:  NONE.  
Eric:  Association mtg, PC mtg 
Jeske:  Association mtg, County Bd. Mtg. 
Mark: Association mtg., 
Pete:  Association Mtg, County Bd Mtg, PC mtg 
 
Maintenance Update:    
Finished up at the pit.  If there are any accidents with any equipment Sunrise Township needs to call 
the police to have a report completed.    
 
Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Gerald Bjork to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
_________________________  ________________________________ 
Clerk Wendy S. Kowalke   Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 


