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Regular Meeting Sunrise Township 
Thursday, May 18, 2023 
Royal Wilcox Community Center 
 
Chair Jeske Noordergraaf called the Regular Sunrise Township Board Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Board Members Present: 
Jeske Noordergraaf, Chair  
Mark Osland, Vice Chair 
Dan Kaiser       Treasurer:  Karen Anderson  
Greg Strom       Clerk:  Wendy S. Kowalke  
Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson    Engineer:  Cristina Mlejnek, P.E. 
       Maintenance:   Troy Montague  
Others Present: 
Peggy Pearson   Lynn Wolleat   Dave Kadlec 
Eric Leivian  
 
 
Approve Agenda:  Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to approve the May, 
2023 agenda.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Dan Kaiser to accept the April, 
2023 meeting minutes.  Motion carried.   
 
Clerk Update:  Clerk Kowalke contacted website provided to correct mass e-mail to Town Board 
members to remove Eric Leivian and add Greg Strom.  Clerk Kowalke contacted MAT to make sure 
the pump was removed and made sure the 2022 CAT wheel loader was added.  Clerk Kowalke to 
contact MAT to make sure they have the proper value on the 2022 CAT Wheel Loader.  Clerk 
Kowalke to ask what the policy would cost if Sunrise were to increase its deductible to $500 or $1,000.  
Treasurer Anderson commented that MAT will not pay out on claims after 60 days if the process has 
not been started. 
 
 Treasurer Report & Money Market:   Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Mark Osland to approve 
Treasurer Anderson’s Report with claims list 6955 through 6992 with additional claim as follows:  
 
John Swenson (74 pair of gopher feet @ $4 per pair) ............................................................... $296.00 
Lynn Wolleat (100 pair of gopher feet @ $4 per pair) .............................................................. $400.00 
David Stertz (Mileage and fee for use of van)………………………………………………..$176.74 
Dehn Oil (Motor fuel)……………………………………………………………………….$4,481.55 
Motion carried. 
 
MAT Insurance:  2022 Cat 938 Wheel Loader value is incorrect:  Should be 274,946.30.  Sunrise 
does not have the 2013 Humpback Trailer Pump – which will need to be removed. 
 

Hay Days – CUP Violation:  Hay Days committed a CUP violation on May 7, 2023.  This is the 2nd 
year in a row Hay Days set off fireworks.  Jeske Noordergraaf reached out to Kurt Schneider, Chisago 
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County Environmental Services Director.  Mr. Schneider responded “The Department was not 
aware of the requested fireworks activity at the property and did not have any advance 
knowledge of a fireworks related permit being issued via the sheriff’s office.  I understand 
there may have been some sort of social media post via the sheriff’s office alerting the public 
to the fireworks permit but again we were not engaged at that juncture.  I will be raising this 
issue for discussion as it relates to land use permit conditions and restrictions at the subject 
property.  I expect discussion of what qualifies as a “Event” will be the primary point of 
review.  As you are aware, the land use permissions/restrictions on the SnoBarons property 
are detailed.  Should the fireworks activity be reviewed and determined to clearly transition 
into what can be construed as an organized “Event” in the eyes of the land use permit, the 
ESD Department will work to insist that such “events” cease and/or that in the future they 
must be authorized via a sheriff’s office permit AND amended land use conditional use permit 
from the County Board” 

Jeske Noordergraaf read a prepared letter to send to Kurt Schneider, Chase Burnham, Chisago County 
Administrator and Sheriff Brandon Thyen.  

On Saturday May 7, 2023, the Sno Barons rented the Hay Days site to a third party for a fireworks 
event.  This use is in violation of the Condition Use Permit issued for this parcel of land.   
This permit was issued in 2009 for a 2-day event per their CUP.  Conditions 2 and 3 of the permit 
limits the event usage to 2 days per year on one weekend.  The recent fireworks event violates 
conditions 2 and 3. 
The permit also contains additional condition for noise that was violated during this prohibited 
event.  The noise condition is condition number 4 of said permit. 
We understand the Sheriff’s department issued a fireworks permit for May 7, 2023.  This safety 
permit does not pre-empt or over-ride the conditional use permit issued in 2009. On the Sheriff’s 
Facebook page, it says that this is a licensed and permitted event. 
We request that Chisago County Environmental Services take appropriate enforcement action and 
terminate these CUP violations and prevent any future use violation by the Sno-Barons. This is the 
second year that this event has taken place and we are requesting better communication within the 
County offices to prevent this from occurring again. 

 
Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Greg Strom to send letter.  Motion carried.   
 
Tax Forfeit Land:  Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Mark Osland for Chisago County to have 
county offer non-conservation land located in Sunrise Township to adjacent property owners.  Sunrise 
Township Board is requesting Chisago County Auditor send a letter to adjacent property owners.  
Motion carried.   
 
Equine Signs / Speed – Jess Avenue:  Unfortunately, the Board decided that drivers do not adhere to 
these types of signs.  Also, if there were to be an adjustment on the speed, there needs to be a speed 
study completed by Mn/DOT.  Speed limits are set by the State 
 
Almelund Fire / Amador Township:  Dan Kaiser informed the Sunrise Town Board that Almelund 
Fire is going to contact the Sunrise Township for additional funding for a new fire pumper truck.   
 
Citizens Forum:  Eric Leivian asked if holding the fireworks display is this going to count against the Hay 
Days Event days to possibly shorten the even.  Greg Strom – informed the Board of an article in the MAT 
magazine “Plats Protected! Supreme Court Protects Roads Dedicated to Townships by plats.  Clerk Kowalke to 
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scan and send to Town Board Members and Planning Commission Members.  Greg Strom also asked if the 
MAT Magazine can be sent to the Planning Commission Members.  Clerk Kowalke to e-mail MAT to check to 
see if the magazine and be sent to additional members.   
 
Web-site e-mails:  Update Web-site to have personal e-mails on web-site instead of ghost e-mails due to e-mails 
not coming through.  Change e-mails of Mark Osland, Dan Kaiser, Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Karen Anderson 
and Greg Strom. 
 
Land Donation – Greg Strom:  Jeff Fertig, Wetland Specialist for Chisago County is providing a 
determination for access to get to the lower 40.  Otherwise get an easement along the cornfield.  Greg 
Strom will continue to work on land donation process. 
 
Flood Damage:  Scott Sellman sent an e-mail to Karen Anderson stating that Chisago County does not 
have enough damage to qualify for state funding reimbursement.     
 
Locke Avenue:  Greg Strom will follow-up on the turn-around at property line going onto field  for snow 
plowing past property line – turn around just past field access, just south of tree line. 
 
Vibo Trail Box Culvert:   Cristina Mlejnek indicated it is likely going to be a double culvert.  Sunrise 
Township was advised to replace this bridge.  The cost for Sunrise Township would be $20,000.  Motion by Dan 
Kaiser, second by Mark Osland to proceed with Vibo Trail box culvert replacement.  Motion carried.  
 
Other Funding Opportunities:   Cristina Mlejnek reported that Sunrise Township may consider LRIP 
funds for Wilcox Road and expect the solicitation coming up in September.  Kost Trail does not have a 
lot of funding opportunities. Place on fall Agenda for Wilcox Road for LRIP.  A LRIP grant does not 
cover soft costs and engineering.    Jeske Noordergraaf asked Engineer Mlejnek to be more careful on 
looking for grants for Sunrise Township and how the Township is spending money. 
 
Speed Studies:  Cristina Mlejnek reported Mn/DOT wants to do a site visit for the Ferry Road speed 
study.  After site study is complete, speed studies will be summarized.  Site study will be completed on 
a Saturday morning in June or July.   
 
Road Tour:  Greg Strom will follow-up with letters to property owners asking if they are willing to 
sign an easement allowing Sunrise Township to maintain beyond the township property line.  If they 
agree, a survey will be done and a legal agreement will be written giving the Township an easement.  
This will prevent the property owner from asking that this portion of the road become a legal township 
road. 
 

• Locke Avenue - Need to send letter so they can arrange for snow plowing past property line – 
turn around just past field access, just south of tree line. 

• Tauer Road – send letter to property owners that Sunrise Township is discontinuing future 
snow plowing as Tauer Road is not a Township Road. 

• Jess Avenue south of CR 9: - Obtain an easement so Sunrise is able to plow past property line 
which has been extending to Dave Reichetzer’s.  Ask Charlotte Wilcox if this is already in 
place. 

• 460th Street:  Obtain an easement to be able to turn around past property line 
• 465th Street:  Obtain and easement to be able to turn around past property line 



May 2023 TB mm  Page 4 of 5 
 

• John Avenue – Send letter information property owner Sunrise Township will stop snow 
plowing at property line.   

 
Ditch Cleaning:  Troy Montague would like to send post cards in future years with Troy’s contact 
information citizens when ditch cleaning will be taking place. 
 
Crack sealing:  Troy Montague informed the Board that Sealtech would go over every paved road 
every year.  Todd is going to get a cost.  Seal tech does not fill pot holes.  All paved roads except 
Wilcox.  Place Wilcox Road on June agenda – Sunrise may hold off on Wilcox Road for possible 
grant.   
 
Culverts:  Troy Montague supplied an hourly rate sheet from local companies by e-mail to the Sunrise 
Town Board Members.  Troy Montague would like to do a fee contractor to get culverts replaced.  
June Agenda for culvert rate sheets to get culverts replaced.   
 
Culverts / Ditches to clean out at address:  Sunrise Township to send letter to property owners to 
replace culverts: 
36198 Oriole Ave. – needs larger culvert 
36155 Oriole Ave. – needs a culvert 
8065 450th – needs driveway culvert replaced and ditching along road.   
Place on June agenda w/ estimated costs and recommendation of culver size from Troy Montague.   
 
Road to be graveled:  460th, More Ferry Road, Holman Ave., 450th, 385th, Nelson Ave., North Part of 
Lowden Ave., Hay Creek Road and 367th.    
 
Other Items:   

• Property Owner – need to put a driveway on Ferry Road.   
• Juniper Ridge – Property Owner has been informed several times to discontinue use of second 

unapproved driveway. 
• Clerk Kowalke to send letter to 40170 Lowden to discontinue water pumping across the  
• Ferry road – crack seal 2023 and keep an eye on water on the road. 

 
Ditch Cleaning – will continue in the wheel house of the Township. 
 
New Town Hall Update:  Greg Strom gave update.  Historic Downtown Sunrise.  Unfortunately, the 
fact is there is no more downtown Sunrise and never will be because of setbacks.  A town hall does not 
attract commercial retail business.  It makes sense to use the 10-acre site – there are blacktop roads 
accessing 2 sides, future playground site, both sites need sewer and water.  Motion by Greg Strom, 
second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson that the new town hall site be located at the 10-acre parcel.  
Discussion by Dan Kaiser said there could be a possible donation of the land.  Motion carried with one 
opposed Dan Kaiser.  
 
Plan:  Stay under 100 person occupancy – won’t have to put a sprinkler system – with cost of the water 
system.  Minimums for bathrooms.  Greg Strom presented a preliminary sketch and if agreed on would 
like to give to Walters Buildings to get a plan drawn and then a budget proposal.  Walters Building will 
provide a workable plan that can be bid off of.  It will be about $5,000 to get a plan and budget 
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proposal.  Roof trusses would be placed in such a way that you can add on to the building in the future.  
48 x 66 proposed building. 
 
Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Mark Osland for Walters Building to provide a plan 
of not more than $5,000.00.  Motion carried.  Place June meeting. 
 
River Road / Mill Street:  Cristina Mlejnek reported repairs, fixing bird bath, flared end by river 
material being replaced.  Would like to have repairs complete in the next couple of weeks.  Owner of 
bus needs to move the bus.  The piece of land next to Sunrise River Pub & Pizza next to ballfield is not 
going to be mowed.  There is a truck that has been parked on River Road for a while.  Sunrise will 
check into having it moved. 
 
470th Site Lines:  No action taken.  Charlotte Wilcox June agenda. 
 
Maintenance update:   Tractor and Ditch Mower needs to be replaced:  There is used equipment 
options around $80,000.  New equipment is approximately 1 year out.  Motion by Mark Osland, 
second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to have Troy Montague purchased used mower and tractor if it is 
a good fit for Sunrise Township.  Motion carried.  
Playground equipment – next week on auction site at gov.deals.   
Park Fund:  Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to request that the money be 
transferred to Sunrise Township. Motion carried.  Clerk Kowalke to send request to Chisago County 
Auditor and Chisago County Park Director, Joe Tart requesting the transfer. 
 
Bench at Sunrise Park:  The land has eroded at the bench at Sunrise Park.  Motion by Dan Kaiser, 
second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to contract with Mike Armstrong for this issue.  Motion carried. 
 
Board Member Meetings:   
Dan Kaiser:  regular meeting, Board of Adjustment 
Greg:  regular mtg, CCATO, 2 road tours, 2 bldg committee mtg., board of adjustment 
Jeske:  reg mtg., CCATO, 2 road tours, Board of Adjustment 
Pete:   reg mtg, CCATO , Board of Adjustment, 1 road tour, 2uilding mtgs. 
Mark:  reg mtg. , 2 road tours,  
 
Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
_________________________  ________________________________ 
Clerk Wendy S. Kowalke   Jeske Noordergraaf, Chair 


