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Regular Meeting Sunrise Township 
Thursday, February 15, 2024 
Royal Wilcox Community Center 
 
Chair Jeske Noordergraaf called the Regular Sunrise Township Board Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Board Members Present: 
Jeske Noordergraaf, Chair  
Mark Osland, Vice Chair  
Dan Kaiser       Treasurer:  Karen Anderson  
Greg Strom       Clerk:  Wendy S. Kowalke  
Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson    Engineer:  Cristina Mlejnek, P.E.  
       Maintenance:   Troy Montague  
 
Others Present: 
Bill Campbell  Jason Fredlund, Almelund Fire and Rescue  
Janet Swanson  Peggy Pearson   Charlotte Wilcox  
 
Approve Agenda:  Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to approve the 
February, 2024 agenda with Greg Strom moving Sunrise Town Hall after maintenance update.   
Motion carried. 
 
Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to accept the January, 
2024 meeting minutes striking out the additional claim of Compass Mineral America (salt) claim as it 
was on the treasurer’s report.  Motion carried.   
 
Clerk Update:  Sunrise Township Election preparation is still in progress for the Sunrise Township 
March 12, 2024 elections.  There was a spelling error on one of the town board candidates which is in 
the process of being corrected.  Clerk Kowalke will not be at the May Town Board Regular Board 
Meeting due to a prior work commitment.  Chisago Lakes Township Clerk will cover the meeting 
minutes.  Sunrise Township is now in the Active Status with the SAM.gov ARPA funds.       
 
Treasurer Report:   Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Greg Strom to approve Treasurer Anderson’s 
report with claims list 7238, 7239-7697 with additional claims. 
 
Greg Strom (set of plans for town hall) ................................................................................... $42.78   
Terrell Edson (134 pair of gopher feet at $4.00 per pair) ....................................................... $536.00 
Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer Anderson reported the CD will mature on February 17.    Motion by Greg Strom, second by 
Dan Kaiser to put CD money into checking account in case needed for new town hall (off CR 9) 
building project.  Motion carried.   
 
CenturyLink Bond interest and principle balance were discussed.  
Requesedt by Jeske Noordergraaf to present a spreadsheet to the Board every month with building 
expenses for new town hall (off CR 9). 
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Claim 7266 made out to Post Haste will be voided because it should have been made out to Greg 
Strom for reimbursement for a couple of sets of plans for new town hall building (off CR 9). 
 
MidwestOne Bank Signature Card:  Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to 
remove Dan Kaiser and add Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Greg Strom, Mark Osland, Jeske Noordergraaf,  
Karen Anderson and Wendy S. Kowalke for signature cards for Midwest One Bank.  Motion carried.  
 
Almelund Fire and Rescue – Annual Contract:  Chief Jason Fredlund said they have 2 new 
applicants and are looking for volunteers.  Almelund Fire and Rescue replaced old grass rigs.  The old 
grass rigs need to go back to the state.  Lindstrom let go of some radios so every fire fighter will have a 
radio, but that will drive the user fee up. Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Dan Kaiser 
to approve the Almelund Fire and Rescue 2023 contract at $67,944.26.  The Almelund Fire and 
Rescue’s first pumper truck is about 34 years old and said the chassis is rusting out.  Greg Strom 
inquired about replacing the cab and chassis and transferring equipment onto the new cab and chassis.  
Chief Fredlund said Almelund Fire is going to purchase a complete new truck from Custom Truck for 
about $700,000.  Also obtained a new F350 as a medical truck with COVID money. 
 
Almelund Fire and Rescue is acquiring a new fire truck / pumper truck Bond with a 10 year bond.  
Amador Township will pay 50% of the cost and the other 50% will be distributed between Sunrise, 
Shafer and Chisago Lake.   
 
Future contracts will be as follows: 
Year 2025 will be an additional $10,775.72 (1st year is interest only) 
Year 2026 will be an additional $33,387.26 
This will continue for the length of the bond which is 10 years. 
 
CenturyLink Subordinate Service District (SSD):  Jeske Noordergraaf explained with the new 
houses averaging about 8 a year Sunrise Township should have enough finances to cover the final 
bond payment without enacting a final one-time service assessment to Sunrise Township property 
owners.  The Bond goes through 2028.  Eric Leivian and Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson will provide Clerk 
Kowalke with the electronic service change information to be inputting in Sunrise Township’s 
electronic files from the beginning.  Treasurer Karen Anderson is going to work on all the costs are 
covered.   
 
Town Hall Shell Quotes:  Greg Strom went over new town hall (off CR 9) building quotes.  Note: As 
stated on our Request for Proposals (RFP); "Sunrise Township reserves the right to refuse any and all 
proposals. Sunrise Township reserves the right to select the proposal which it feels is in the best 
interest of the Township." 
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Building shell quotes: 
Morton Buildings - $192,703 
Mark Haug Construction - $173,440 
Joe Beitler - $157,026 
NB Construction - $ 119,000 
Walters Buildings - $ 142,966 
NOTE: Walters Buildings was the only quote that met our specs.  Bid Awarded to Walters Buildings 
 
 
 
Window quotes (6- Marvin windows) 
McCarron's - $3,579 
Lampert Lumber - $3,540 
Bass Lake Lumber - $3,412 
NOTE:  Bid Awarded to Bass lake Lumber 
 
Glass Entry doors (2-pair) quotes; 
Suburban Glass = $18,983 
Indianhead Glass - $ 14,750 
NOTE:  Bid Awarded to Indianhead Glass 
 
 
Discussion took place about placing ads on the Sunrise township website regarding HVAC and 
electric.  Greg Strom stated that Sunrise we have received over 33 quotes for the different work 
aspects - we do not need to advertise for additional quotes (which most are local companies). 
 
Greg Strom said that Sunrise is waiting for quotes on plumbing.  Greg Strom mentioned that Sunrise 
can apply 2 inch foam ourselves.  Treasurer Anderson said that Sunrise is tax exempt when buying 
material directly.  Sunrise tax exempt is only good in Minnesota.  Discussion took place that Sunrise’s 
tax exempt is good when buying out of state because the destination for material is Minnesota.   
 
The address for the new town hall located off CR 9 is 12080 Sunrise Road, Harris.  Carl Peter “Pete” 
Johnson said that Sunrise needs another permit for Xcel off CR 9.  The new town hall will have to use 
propane as there is no natural gas line.   
 
Sunrise Website:  Charlotte Wilcox said that the most important thing is to know what platform the 
web company is going to use.  Charlotte Wilcox discussed having doubts for Joomla, Amazon and 
square space.  If the web company uses word press and lose your developer you have options.  Place 
on March agenda. Clerk Kowalke to send emails to web companies to ask for other websites they have 
created so the Town Board can look at other websites to make a better decision.  Charlotte Wilcox will 
talk Leslie regarding square space. 
 
2nd Street Speed Study:  Motion Dan Kaiser, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to accept the 2nd 
Street Speed Study.  Motion carried.   The question was raised what the speed limit would be.  Cristina 
Mlejnek said it will more than likely be 35 MPH. 
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A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION (MNDOT) 
TO COMPLETE A SPEED STUDY ON SECOND STREET BETWEEN WILCOX ROAD AND OLSON 

ROAD 
RESOLUTION NO.:  2024-02-15-01 

 
WHEREAS, Sunrise Township is interested in reviewing the speed limit on Second Street between Wilcox 
Road and Olson Road; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that Sunrise Township, Chisago County, Minnesota, that it should and 
hereby request that MnDOT complete a speed study on Second Street between Wilcox Road and Olson Road for 
the purposes of determining the proper speed limit(s) within the corridor.  
 
Adopted by the Town Board on this 15th day of February 2024 
 
Driveway Easement Update:  Greg Strom reported there is no further action needed for Locke 
Avenue and 465th.  Remove from agenda. 
 
Tauer Road Signage Update:  Greg Strom talked with Kyle Ludwig of Chisago County said it is up 
to Sunrise Township due to the low traffic on Tauer Road.  Janet Swanson would prefer to not have 
any signage.  Motion by Dan Kaiser, second by Greg Strom to not have any signs on Tauer Road.   
Troy Montague will remove signage post in the spring. 
 
Ferry Road Maintenance – Wild River Snowmobile Club:  Karen Anderson reported that Kyle 
Johnson said Adam is in charge of the trail.  Jeske Noordergraaf said that this needs to be readdressed 
in the fall, 2024.   
 
New Town Hall (off CR 9):  Greg Strom and Treasurer Anderson discussed that there should be no 
tax on material when ordering because the destination of material is Minnesota. 
 
Vibo Trail and River Rd. / Mill St.:  Cristina Mlejnek provided hard copy record plans to Sunrise 
Township.  Engineer Mlejnek will also send electronic copies to Clerk Kowalke.   
 
Citizens Committee Update on Current Town Hall (off River Road):  Jeske Noordergraaf reported 
that the Citizens Committee has not met.  Some members of the Citizens Committee attended a grant 
writing class offered by Chisago County. 
 
Noise Ordinance Signage Update:  Jeske Noordergraaf reported that Mn/DOT approved the signage 
for the Vehicle Noise Ordinance.  Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Dan Kaiser to 
install 2 signs.  Mn/DOT informed Sunrise Township that the cost will be $3,016 for 2 signs.  Motion 
carried.  Sunrise Township is asking that the Citizens of Sunrise Township call the Sheriff’s Office 
when Vehicle Noise Ordinance violations take place so the Vehicle Noise Ordinance can be enforced.  
 
Hire Part-time administrator:  Jeske Noordergraaf asked to have part-time administrator position 
placed on March agenda. 
 
Annual Meeting Agenda Items:  Discussion took place. 
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Maintenance Update:  Troy Montague said that chloride is going up another 4%.  Need new one-ton.  
The grader is on 5 year buyback program and it is up in 2025.  Rubber tire back hoe at Ziegler for 
coolant leak will be about $12,000.   
 
 
 
Board Member Meetings:   
Dan Kaiser:  CCATO, regular meeting 
Greg:  regular meeting 
Jeske: reg. mtg, SSD, regular meeting 
Pete:  regular, CCATO 
Mark:  reg. mtgCCATO 
Motion by Dan Kaiser, Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson adjourn at 9:05 p.m.  Motion carried. 
 
 
_________________________  ________________________________ 
Clerk Wendy S. Kowalke   Jeske Noordergraaf, Chair 


