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Regular Meeting Sunrise Township 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 

Royal Wilcox Community Center 

 

Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson called the Regular Sunrise Township Board Meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Board Members Present: 

Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 

Jeske Noordergraaf, Vice Chair 

Gerald Bjork      Treasurer:  Karen Anderson   

Eric Leivian       Clerk:  Wendy S. Kowalke  

Mark Osland       Engineer:  Cristina Mlejnek, P.E. 

       Maintenance:  Lynn Wolleat (absent) 

Others Present: 

BJ Thorstenson   Andrew Suel, Clifton Larson Allen LLP 

Peggy Pearson    Chris Knopik, Clifton Larson Allen LLP 

 

Approve Agenda:  Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Gerald Bjork accept the December 2020 

agenda.  Motion carried.    

 

Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Eric Leivian to approve the November 

2020 minutes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Clerk Update:  March election paperwork underway.  Emergency Blue Sign letters mailed for 

reimbursement of signs.   Clerk has been reorganizing files.  Paperwork was given to Lead Maintenane 

Lynn Wolleat to go in for drug testing pool program.  Clerk and Treasurer have been balancing with 

bank statements.      

 

Treasurer Report: Treasurer Anderson went over treasurer’s report.  Motion by Eric Leivian, second 

by Jeske Noordegraaf to accept the treasurer’s report as presented with claims list 6187 through 6215.  

With additional expenditures:      

 

BJ Thorstenson (26 pair of gopher feet @ $2.00 per pair) .......................................................... $52.00 

Motion carried 

 

Commissioner Rick Greene Update:  Not Present. 

 

Audit Report: Mr. Knopik went through the audit results.  Sunrise Township is going to be recorded 

on a regulatory basis (cash basis).  Clifton Larson Allen LLP look at internal controls for the 

Township.  Sunrise has no issues of the MN Legal Compliance.  Sunrise Township works under cash 

basis.  Sunrise Township can work on cash basis because the population is under 2,500.  Andrew Suel 

went over General Fund Revenues, Expenditures, Road Funds, All Funds Revenues, All Funds – 

Expenditures, Future Debt Service, Other.  Sunrise has no deficit.  Sunrise Board should look at one-

time future projects.  Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Jeske Noordergraaf to accept the audit from 

Clifton Larson Allen, LLP.  Motion carried   Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Mark Osland to 

approve the signing of Management Representation Letter from Clifton Larson Allen, LLP dated 

December 17, 2020.  Motion carried 
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North Branch Fire Contract for 2021 through 2025:  Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second 

by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by for Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson for the Sunrise Township Chairman to 

be authorized to the North Branch Fire Contract after discussing the yearly fee which should be under 

$15,000.00.  Motion carried. 

 

460
th

 Culvert Replacement:  Engineer:  Cristina Mlejnek informed Sunrise Board that 460
th

 Culvert 

replacement is wrapped up for the year.  Payment is under the contract amount.   Motion by Eric 

Leivian, second by Jeske Noordergraaf to approve 2
nd

 payment request for $21,112.47 which will be 

sent to Chisago County Highway. 

 

Ferry Road:  Engineer:  Cristina Mlejnek informed Sunrise Board that everything is moving along to 

get started in the spring.      

 

Ordinances (payable offenses or court appearances):   All the information is in the ordinance.  

Motion by Pete, second by Jeske Noordergraaf to set a $50.00 fine for all no parking ordinances.       

 

LRIP (Local Road Improvement Program):  There is a solicitation for road construction.  Initial 

application due by March 2021.  The program covers construction costs, not engineering.  It is 

estimated it would approximately cost $250,000.00 to pave River Road from CR 9 to Wilcox for the 

construction only.  Sunrise Township’s portion would be approximately $65,000.00 in addition to the 

$250,000.00 construction costs.  Jeske Noordergraaf will talk with Patricia Peters regarding 3 

homesteads located on River Road.  Place on January agenda.   

 

Board Member Meetings:   

Gerald:  Regular Board mtg. 

Eric: Regular Mtg, 

Jeske:  Regular Board Meeting, MAT mtg  

Mark:.Regular Board Meeting 

Pete:  Regular Board Meeting 

 

Maintenance Update:    Lynn Wolleat not present for a maintenance update.       

 

Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Jeske Noordergraaf to adjourn at 8:35 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

 

_________________________  ________________________________ 

Clerk Wendy S. Kowalke   Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 


