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Regular Meeting Sunrise Township 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 

Royal Wilcox Community Center 

 

Chair Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson called the Regular Sunrise Township Board Meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Board Members Present: 

Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 

Jeske Noordergraaf, Vice Chair 

Gerald Bjork      Treasurer:  Karen Anderson   

Eric Leivian      Clerk:  Wendy S. Kowalke  

Mark Osland       Engineer:  Cristina Mlenjke 

       Maintenance:  Lynn Wolleat 

 

Others Present: 

Peggy Pearson   Jeremy Meyer  Manley Olson 

BJ Thorstenson  Peggy Pearson  Wade Olson 

George Tribbett  TJ Ozomoru, Solar  

Joyce Meyers 

    

 

Approve Agenda:  Motion by Mark Osland, second by Eric Leivian to accept the October 2019 

agenda.  Motion carried.    

 

Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Eric Leivian to approve the September 

2019 minutes.  Motion Carried. 

 

Clerk Update:  Chisago County Zoning to hold a public hearing with current ordinance to Section 

4.04, Home Occupations of the Chisago County Zoning Ordinance on November 7, 2019 at 7:00 PM 

in meeting Room 150B at the Chisago County Government Center, Center City. 

 

Treasurer Report: Treasurer Anderson went over treasurer’s report.  Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, 

second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to accept the treasurer’s report as presented with claims list 5865 

through 5882 with additional claims as follows: 

Contech Engineered Solutions (culverts) ............................................................................... $6,838.36 

Eric Leivian (24 pair of gopher feet at $2.00 a pair) ................................................................... $48.00 

Kimball Midwest ....................................................................................................................... $351.80 

Motion carried 

 

Commissioner Rick Greene Update:  Not Present.     

 
Melissa & Kevin Denker Subdivision of 22 Acres into 4 lots (Melissa absent):    Each lot is 5.5 acres.  

Wondering if the drain field area needs to be in the 1 acres buildable.  There does not need a developer’s 

agreement because there is no new road.   
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Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Mark Osland approve the preliminary plat subject to: 

1. The plat be revised to reflect 2 approaches onto CR 57 (Government Road) for 2 shared driveways; one 

for lots 1 and 2 and one for lots 3 and 4; and no approaches on 470
th
 Street; and 

2. Requirement that the plat language include a perpetual maintenance agreement governing the shared 

private driveways. 

3. In the event that Chisago County will not approve 2 approaches on CR 57, then Sunrise Township 

would require a shared driveway for lots 1 and 2 onto CR 57 (Government Road) and lots 3 and 4 to be 

placed east of the wetland on 470
th
.  Due to the steep grade Sunrise Township is not in favor of any 

approaches on 470
th
 Street for safety reasons. 

Motion carried with one opposed (Jeske Noordergraaf). 

 

Keith Johnson – Flodquist Community Solar Garden LLC – IUP for 1 MW Community Solar Garden - 

TJ Ozomoru to present:  Oasis Road (CR 9) and 375
th
 Street.   

 

Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson to accept IUP with the following 

conditions: 

 

1. The entire east and south side be screened and secondary screening on the east side and 1/3 of the south 

side.   

2. Move transformer and equipment pad to Northeast Corner to keep away from the house on the south. 

3. Decommission Plan:  Escrow should be 125%, of decommissioning costs posted before construction 

begins, held by the county, specified time frame for decommission work (12 months).  

Decommissioning plan require the removal of all structures, foundations and pilings regardless of depth 

below grade.   

4. If project owner does not remove any temporary construction structures, Chisago County would have 

the right remove any temporary construction structures 12 months after going on-line and costs for 

removal will be paid from the escrow funds for the decommissioning.   

5. Memorandum of Lease must be recorded with Chisago County recorder prior to the project going on-

line.   

 

Mark Osland abstained, Eric Leivian opposed; Motion passes. 

 
Soil Tests – Gerald Bjork:   Place on November agenda.   

 

Blue Sign Ordering:  Eric Leivian will work with new web-site to have Blue Sign area added.  Clerk Wendy 

Kowalke to work with Chisago County on address signs for 2018 and 2019.  Track by PID.   

 

Lead Maintenance Unused Vacation:    Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnsosn, second by Eric Leivian to pay 

lead maintenance for all unused vacation.  Motion carried.  Motion by Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, second by Eric 

Leivian to pay unused vacation for the time frame of 2018 and 2019.  Motion carried. 

 

Citizen Forum:  NONE 

 

George Tribbett - Sunrise Township Property:  Sunrise does not have to advertise property according to the 

MN Association of Township Attorney.  Sunrise to place on web-site.  Manley Olson would like to have 

something in writing to Sunrise Township to make sure the historic Richard Widmark Memorial stays in place.  

Look into on-line bidding. 

 

Mike Caron – Tiller Corporation:  Mike Caron has not contacted Sunrise Township to negotiate River Road.   

 



October 2019 TB mm  Page 3 of 3 
 

Ferry Road:  DNR still needs to look at plants and the Sunrise Township Engineer to look at the cultural 

sensitive area and the southern end.  Time line schedule is set for the end of November.  Paving is still on track 

for 2020 

 
Olson Road:  Paving set for the week of October 21 through 27.   

 

Broadband:  Signatures are needed to obtain CTC broadband.  These signatures must be citizen driven.  Town 

Supervisors cannot obtain signatures. 

 

Board Member Meetings:   

Gerald:  Association mtg.  

Eric:  Association mtg, township PC 

Jeske:  Association mtg 

Mark: Association mtg. 

Pete:  , PC,  

 

Maintenance Update:  Vibo Trail guard rail was taken down because a car hit it and shattered the 

posts.      Tiller Corporation was hauling in the rain.  Tiller was called with no answer.  Cleaning up the 

Sunrise Pit, closed.   

 

Motion by Jeske Noordergraaf, second by Eric Leivian to adjourn at 8:24 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

 

_________________________  ________________________________ 

Clerk Wendy S. Kowalke   Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 


