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Regular Meeting Sunrise Township 

Thursday, August 15, 2019 

Royal Wilcox Community Center 

 

Chair Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson called the Regular Sunrise Township Board Meeting to order at 7:00 

p.m.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   

 

Board Members Present: 

Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 

Jeske Noordergraaf, Vice Chair (absent) 

Gerald Bjork      Treasurer:  Karen Anderson   

Eric Leivian      Clerk:  Wendy S. Kowalke  

Mark Osland       Engineer:  Cristina Mlenjke 

       Maintenance:  Lynn Wolleat 

 

Others Present: 

 

Ted Krause   Sam Falk   Dan Harrington 

BJ Thorstenson  Joe Kuchink 

Steve Christopherson  Peggy Pearson     

 

Approve Agenda:  Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Gerald Bjork to accept the August 2019 

agenda.  Motion carried.    

 

Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Eric Leivian, second by Gerald Bjork to approve the July 2019 minutes.  

Motion Carried. 

 

Olson Road Special Meeting Minutes:  Motion by Eric Leivin, second by Mark Osland to accept the 

Olson Road Meeting Minutes.  Motion carried. 

 

Clerk Update:  NONE.   

 

Treasurer Report: Treasurer Anderson went over treasurer’s report.  Motion by Eric Leivian, second 

by Gerald Bjork to accept the treasurer’s report as presented with claims list 5795, 5818 through 5841 

with additional claims as follows; strike Brian Geisebauer duplicate check and pay upon verifying 

invoice / cost per yard for Rydberg & Son and also hold Satter payment until painting of the town hall 

is complete.: 

Eric Leivian (National Night Out food) ..................................................................................... $151.27 

Rydberg & Sons  ................................................................................................................... $39,890.29 

Motion carried. 

 

Commissioner Rick Greene Update:  CR 67 blacktopped south of HWY 95, CR 59 and CR 81 

prepped for blacktop, HWY 95 will be closed by Checkerboard Park (CR 67) East to complete some 

bridge work.  Due to concrete shortage, Shafer Contracting is having project problems.  Bruce 

Messelt’s last day as Chisago County Administrator is on August 16, Chase Burnam. with the help of 

Renee Kirchner will be interim Chisago County Administrator.     
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IPS Solar – TJ Ozomoru:   This is a 1 megawatt project that is located off Oasis Road (CR 9) and 375
th
 Street.  

If solar projects are a megawatt or less they don’t have to pay power tax.   There is a new Chisago County 

process that is called “Administration Permit” in place which concerns Sunrise Township seriously.   

 

Resolution to Adopt North Branch Fire Donation:   
Motion by Eric Leivain, second by Gerald Bjork 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-08-15-1 

SUNRISE TOWNSHIP 

CHISAGO COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATION 

 

WHEREAS, Sunrise Township is authorized to accept and maintain donations of real and personal 

property pursuant to Minnesota Statues section 465.03 for the benefits of its citizens; and 

 

WHEREAS, The following entity has offered to contribute the donation set forth below to the 

Township: 

 

North Branch Fire Relief Association (license Number 92238), PO Box 425, North Branch, MN 55056 

for $1,000.00. 

 

Contributions will not be used for a pension or retirement fund. 

 

WHEREAS, All such donations have been contributed to the Township for the benefit of its citizens, 

as allowed by law; and 

 

WHEREAS, The Township Board finds it is appropriate to accept the donation(s) offered. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF SUNRISE 

TOWNSHIP, CHISAGO COUNTY, MINNESOTA, AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The donation described above is accepted and shall be used in accordance with noted terms or 

conditions either alone or in cooperation with others, as allowed by law. 

2. The Town Clerk is hereby directed to acknowledge to the donor the Towns acceptance of the 

donors donation. 

 

Adopted by the Town Board of Sunrise Township on August 15, 2019.  Approved: 
 

Construction Phase Fee – Cristina M. Mlejnek P.E.: Motion by Mark Osland, second by Eric Leivian, second 

accept the construction phase fee of $8,385.00 for Olson Road Project. 

 

Olson Road Reimbursement Resolution:  Motion by Eric Levian, second Carl Peter, Pete, Johnson to accept 

the Olson Road Reimbursement Resolution.  Motion carried. 

SUNRISE TOWNSHIP, MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-08-15-2 

DECLARING THE OFFICIAL INTENT OF SUNRISE TOWNSHIP TO REIMBURSE  

CERTAIN EXPENDITURES FROM THE PROCEEDS  

OF BONDS TO BE ISSUED BY THE TOWN 
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 WHEREAS, the Internal Revenue Service has issued Treas. Reg. § 1.150-2 (the “Reimbursement 

Regulations”) providing that proceeds of tax-exempt bonds used to reimburse prior expenditures will not 

be deemed spent unless certain requirements are met; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Town expects to incur certain expenditures that may be financed temporarily 

from sources other than bonds, and reimbursed from the proceeds of a tax-exempt bond;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Town has determined to make this declaration of official intent (“Declaration”) to 

reimburse certain costs from proceeds of bonds in accordance with the Reimbursement Regulations. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN BOARD OF SUNRISE 

TOWNSHIP AS FOLLOWS: 

 

 1. The Town proposes to undertake street reconstruction improvements to Olson Road in 

2019 (the “Project”). 

 2. The Town reasonably expects to reimburse the expenditures made for certain costs of 

the Project from the proceeds of bonds in an estimated maximum principal amount of $429,000.  All 

reimbursed expenditures will be capital expenditures, costs of issuance of the bonds, or other 

expenditures eligible for reimbursement under Section 1.150-2(d)(3) of the Reimbursement 

Regulations. 

 3. This Declaration has been made not later than 60 days after payment of any original 

expenditure to be subject to a reimbursement allocation with respect to the proceeds of bonds, except 

for the following expenditures: (a) costs of issuance of bonds; (b) costs in an amount not in excess of 

$100,000 or 5 percent of the proceeds of an issue; or (c) “preliminary expenditures” up to an amount not 

in excess of 20 percent of the aggregate issue price of the issue or issues that finance or are reasonably 

expected by the Town to finance the project for which the preliminary expenditures were incurred. The 

term “preliminary expenditures” includes architectural, engineering, surveying, bond issuance, and similar 

costs that are incurred prior to commencement of acquisition, construction or rehabilitation of a project, 

other than land acquisition, site preparation, and similar costs incident to commencement of construction. 

 4. This Declaration is an expression of the reasonable expectations of the Town based on 

the facts and circumstances known to the Town as of the date hereof.  The anticipated original 

expenditures for the Project and the principal amount of the bonds described in paragraph 2 are 

consistent with the Town’s budgetary and financial circumstances.  No sources other than proceeds of 

bonds to be issued by the Town are, or are reasonably expected to be, reserved, allocated on a long-

term basis, or otherwise set aside pursuant to the Town’s budget or financial policies to pay such 

Project expenditures. 

 5. This Declaration is intended to constitute a declaration of official intent for purposes of 

the Reimbursement Regulations. 

 

 Approved by the Town Board of Sunrise Township this 15
th
 day of August, 2019. 

 

  

Citizen Forum:  Joe Kuchink is understanding there is potential to have Sunrise Township halt the solar 

application in Sunrise Township.  The Town Board needs to explore a moratorium and get some lobbying at the 

state, because right now the townships do not receive any benefits.  The argument of land values decrease.  Rick 

Greene said they are looking at rezoning.  Solar is still considered agriculture land.  VA is helping veterans get 

going solar business.  Steve Christopher commented that this is more of a county issue.  It sounds like the 
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Township does not have much say.  Town Board will check with township attorney to see what the Township’s 

options are. 

 
Sam Falk – Solar Fields:  No action. 
 

New Web-site:  Eric Leivian will continue to be in contact with WebDuck Design for the new web-site.   

 

Kurt Nauman – Gravel:  Meet with neighbor to the north and has permission to complete tests on the 

Hokanson property and on Mr. Nauman’s (651-707-2885) property as well for gravel possibilities.   Place on 

September agenda. 

 

Olson Road:   Getting ready for paving.  Contracts are out to Knife River.  Looking to be done at the 

end of October.  

 
Community Nigh Out – Tues., August 6:  Citizens enjoyed the Community Night Out. 

 

Tiller Corporation – Mike Caron (absent) – River Road:  Town Board will talk with County 

Attorney Janet Reiter   

 

Painting Royal Wilcox Community Center.  Building is primed. 

 

Board Member Meetings:   

Gerald:  Association Mtg., CATO, Special mtg  

Eric:   Association Mtg,, CATO, Special mtg, Admin Solar Mtg, special mtg 

Jeske: Association Mtg.  

Mark: Association Mtg., CATO, special mtg, 

Pete:  Association Mtg., CATO, Special mtg, admin solar mtg 

 

Maintenance Update:  Working on Olson Road, started mowing ditches.  Terry’s disposal cannot haul 

Sunrise Township’s garbage for free anymore.   

 

Motion by Gerald Bjork, second by Mark Osland to adjourn at 8:13 p.m.  Motion carried. 

 

 

_________________________  ________________________________ 

Clerk Wendy S. Kowalke   Carl Peter “Pete” Johnson, Chair 


